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REVAMPING BANGLADESH – MYANMAR 
RELATION: CHALLENGES AND 

OPPORTUNITIES IN ECONOMIC AND 
MILITARY DOMAIN

Lieutenant Colonel Md. Monowarul Islam Sarder, SPP, afwc, psc

Introduction

Myanmar is the next door neighbour of  Bangladesh with whom Bangladesh 
shares border beside India. The other two neighbours of  Myanmar are Laos 
and Thailand on the Southeast. It has a total coastline of  2832 km with Bay 
of  Bengal. Myanmar covers an area of  678000 square km (Najeeb, 2003).
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Geo-Political Realities and An Overiew of  Bangladesh-
Myanmar Relation

Geo-Political Realities 
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Overview of  Bangladesh-Myanmar Relation

The Present Context

Trade Flow
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between Bangladesh and Myanmar. 

Table 1: Trade Statistics between Bangladesh and Myanmar since 2006 
(Million US$)

HJ
Bangladesh 

E�4��
�������
Myanmar

Bangladesh 
:?4��
��
��
Myanmar

Balance of  
trade

Total 
Trade

�<<���<</ �<&== �&*� ���&�� 26.86
�<</��<<� ���&=- -&=� ��<=&<� ���&�/
�<<���<<- 66.60 -&�/ �=/&�* /=&//
�<<-��<�< �-&�� �<&<� �=-&=/ /-&�=
�<�<��<�� �/-&<< -&�= ���-&*= ���&�=
�<����<�� ��&-- �*&�= �=�&=� /�&��
�<����<�* ��&<� �*&�/ �/<&*- -/&/*
�<�*��<��� -�&�/ ��&�< �/�&</ �<�&�/
�<����<�= *�&�- �=&�< �=&�- =/&�-
�<�=��<���
(jul to May)

*�&�- 38.23 ^=&*� /�&��
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and variety of  valuable minerals. A Memorandum of  Understanding (MoU) 
was signed on the establishment of  a joint business council involving the 
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Agricultural Cooperation

In 2007, Myanmar showed interest to lease land for agricultural cultivation 
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Transport Connectivity
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The Challenges between Bangladesh - Myanmar Relation
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Rohingya Issue

The major irritant in relations between Bangladesh and Myanmar is 
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The Opportunities and Challenges in Economic and 
Military Domain 

Economic Prospect and Opportunities for Bangladesh 
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Table 2:�HZE�!��'"�������"�1��
��
Sr. 
No 

Sector No. of  
{��C��
��

Amount 
(USD Mil) 

K��� �
Total 

�� Oil and Gas -*� ���/��&*��� �<&�<�
2 {�%��� 8 �*�*��&=��� 27.30 
3 Manufacturing �-*� =�<��&�/�� �<&���
�� ;����4��
�}�9�����!��
!��� 20 ��=/�&--�� -&*/�
=� Mining �<� ��*��&���� �&/-�
6 D�
�	���#�;���!��� ��� ��<�<&���� �&���
7 >��	�:�
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�� 20 ��/*=&-=�� *&==�
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�<� E�#��
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�
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��� Other Services �<� =�-&�-�� �&<��
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Scope of  Agricultural Cooperation
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Enhancing Connectivity with Myanmar
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Establishment of  Special Economic Zones (SEZs)
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Cooperation in the Field of  Trade and Commerce
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Military Delegation Exchange between Bangladesh and Myanmar

Though the military relations between BD and Myanmar are not very 
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Table 3:�E�#!����9!�����#�'"���������"�Z�	���
!����!�!
�
���Z

ser year
No of  Delegation >���
India 9!�� Myanmar

�& �<�* �- 0 0

2. �<�� �� �� =/
���"�'�#!��	��H��
��		��
��		�"��		�
����5!�!
�#

3. �<�= -/ 6 0
�& �<�� �= *- 0
=& �<�/ 6
1�����_�1Z�Z
���z1��������"�D�
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Table 4:�����	�#������"�Z�	���
!����!�!
�
��E�#!���9!�����#�'"�����

ser year
No of  Delegation >���
India 9!�� Myanmar

�& �<�* �- 0 0

2. �<�� 27 � 8
Beside these delegations a good no 
also visited India for staff  talk and 
�?�������� ��4��!�	��!	#����5!�!


3. �<�= �� � 0
Beside these delegations a good 
no also visited India for attending 
�!C�%�Z!%���4���

�& �<�� �� � 0
Beside these delegations a good 
no also visited India for staff  talk,  
��#�Z>Z��5!�!


=& �<�/ �� 7 0
9z1��� ��Z����"��	����%!
��!?�
�
���������5!�!
�#�9!���������<�

���-������
��<�/

1�����_�1Z�Z
���z1��������"�D�

Table 5:�1
�
���� �O�5"�1!4��!�!
�
��'O
�������������Z�O�5"�1!4��!�!
�
��'O�1!�����<�<
Ser O������ �
��1!4 Duration >������
�& ����Y����H����� �=�����<�
���������< Good will visit
2. Bns Dhaleswari ���*��*�
�������* :?
3. Bns Sangu �������
��������� Good will visit
�& Bns Abu Bakar ���*��<�=�
��*��*��<�= Do
=& Do �=��<��<�=�
��*�����<�= Do
6. ����{��

�" �=�*��<�/�
�����*��<�/ Do
'O�O�5"�1!4��!�!
�;���Z�1!�����<�<

�&
Y'1� '�D��
;D�;DY>�

�/����<�*�
���<����<�* Good will visit

1�����_��Z�O�5"�D�
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'"�������!��H������'�H��������������#���!��#	"�!��4��5!#!�����44��
�
��
�Z��!��H��������H��%!	������"!��������
����!�����
�
���Z������9!��&

Table 6:�1
�
���� ��!��H�����Z�	���
!����!�!
��� ��Z���#�'O
                                                            MN TO BD
Ser                           Delegation          Duration >��
�& [
�z���'"�
�D�!����#�14���� �*�
������4���<��
2 z���$!�������'"!�
 <��
���<�O�5��<��
                                                             BD TO MN
�& ��'�:����	����!�%!
�14���� �/�+���
��*��+����<��
1�����_��Z��!��H�����D�

Military Training Exchange between the Two Armed Forces

'"����������#�H������������������
!����4��
!�!4�
��!��#!������
�
��!�!���
!��
!
�
��� �� � �Z� ����#� H������ ��4��!�		"� !�� O�
!���	� Z������� 9�		����
�OZ9�� ��#� Z������� 1��5!���� 9�����#� }� 1
��� � 9�		���� �Z1919�&
H�		�%!��� 
��	��� ��%� 
�� �
�
���� ��!	!
��"� 
��!�!������ ������� �?������
between the two countries.

Table 7:� 1
�
�� �� � 9��4	�
�#� 9������ �� � '"������ ����#� H������
4�������	�!������	�#��

Ser J� O������ �9������ {��
!�!4��
� E��
����

�& �<�<

��?�Y919
��?���9
��?�E��9
��?��'{9
��?�+��9
��?�YO'�9

<-

1E};
9'{9}1
�1:�
�E{1�;

2. �<�* :��	!��[��������9����� 20 �E{1�;

3. �<��
E�
����#!�
��[�5�	�:��	!��
9�����

20 �E{1�;
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Table 7:� 1
�
�� �� � 9��4	�
�#� 9������ �� � '"������ ����#� H������
4�������	�!������	�#��

Ser J� O������ �9������ {��
!�!4��
� E��
����

+�!�
�;��!�!���E��
!
�
!��

Z1919 OZ9

Ser J� Atnd Ser J� Atnd

�& �--� <� �& 2006 <�

2. �<<= <� 2. 2007 <�

3. 2008 <� 3. 2008 <�

�& �<�* 02 �& �<�� <�

=& �<�� 03 =& �<�* <�

6. �<�= 03 6. �<�= <�

7. �<�� 03 7. �<�� <�

Total: �� Total: 07

1�����_�1Z�Z
���z1��������"�D���O�5"�D����!��D�

Table 8:�1
�
���� �'!	!
��"�;��!�!����� ��Z�����#�H������'�������!��'O

Ser 9����� J��� Army Navy
Air 

H����
>������

�&
MN Language 
Z!4	����9�����

�<<���<</ 02 � �

2.
MN Language 
9�����

�<����<�* � 02 �
�<�*��<�� � 06 �
�<����<�= <� 02 �
�<�=��<�� <� <� �
�<����<�/ 02 � �

1�����_�1Z�Z
���z1��������"�D���O�5"�D����!��H�����D�



��-

;�� ������ ���
!���#� !�� ���5�� 
��	��� �	���	"� ��%�� 
�� �!�!����
���������
��� ���
�����#�H������!���!	!
��"�
��!�!����?�����4������&�
;�������������	�#�������#�����������	#�4����
!5�	"����������������� �

��!�!���������������'"����������#�H������4�������	�!������	�#��&

Areas of  Engagement in Military Domain

Combined Military Exercise, UN Peace Keeping Operation 
(UNPKO) Training and Disaster Management Cooperation

�Z� ����#� H������ ��"� 4��4���� 
�� ���#��
� C�!�
� :?���!��� �����!��� ���
9���
��� ;�����!��� �9;�� ��#� {����� $��4!��� �4���
!��� �{$��&� +�!�
�
:?���!�����"�����	#�!������	�#�����#�'"������!�������	
����
!5��"����&�
E�����
���1;��������+�����<�/�Z�������#�OO1;����/��-�+�	"��<�/�'O���
��
��!#�������#�
�����#��
�+�!�
�:?���!�������!�������#�%�����4���	�
�#�

��YO{$��
��!�!��������	�#�����"����#�����
��!�	���44��
���#����#!���
��!��� ���4����� 
���� !�� ����� �� � �"�	����� |��#� ��� ��"� �
��� #!���
��� 
��
Myanmar.

Exchange Program, Senior Level Visits and Medical Cooperation

E��
���
�����#���#�
������5��!����!��
!
�
!������ ���
�
������#�H������
��"�5!�!
� 
�������5�� 
�� 
��!�!��&���
� 
������#�H��������"����#��
�
5!�!
� �"� 
%��
���� �
��� ����� �������� ��� ���!4����	� ���!�� !�� �5��"� "���&�
�Z�����#�H��������"�4��4����
���?������'�#!��	�������������!������
%�����4���#���#!��	�
���
���
��� �4�
!��
�&

Sports Event and Adventure Activities

��
�
������#�H��������"����#��
��4��
�����4�
!
!�����
%����
�����
�� �z�	���;���!���1��
!����H��
��		����		�"��		���#�1%!��!��&'����5����
��
�
������#�H��������"����#��
��#5��
������
!5!
!���!��'O���#��Z�
���;����!����9"�	!����'���
�!���?4�#!
!�����#�{�����	!#!��&�
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Military Tourism, Joint Cycling Expedition and Adventure Training

��
�
������#�H��������"�4��4����
��5!�!
�5��!����
���!�
�!�
����
�4	�����
�� �'O���#��Z�������!4����	����!�����"����#��
� C
�9"�	!���:?4�#!
!���
and Adventure training between MN and BD. 

Challenges in Tapping Economic and Military 
Opportunities

;���� ���� ���"� ��		������ !�� ���4��
� 
�� ����	�#���'"������ ��	�
!��&�
Some of  these challenges are domestic in nature which exist in Myanmar, 
����� ���� �!	�
���	� ��		������ %!�� ��
� ��� �� ����!��� ���� !�4��5!��� 
��
relation of  both the countries.

Domestic Challenges of  Myanmar

Hatred Towards Muslim

;����C��!
"��� �'"������4�4�	�
!���������##!�
&�;���������'"������
Buddhist believes that someday Muslim would become majority in 
'"������ ��#� %��	#� ��4
���� ��	�� '"������ �D�	�	� �<�/�&� ;���������

�"�����!�������4
!���!�#���
��4�!�������#��
������	�#����������	�#���!��
��'��	!����C��!
"�����
�"��'��	��YAA������<�/�&

Mistrust

'����4��4	����#�����#�H������{�������	��� �'"�������
����	"���	!�5��
�
�
!�������
�����4�	!��_�����������"���#�>�!��"��1�	!#��!
"������!A�
!���
������44��
�#��"�����	�#���!��
������� ������������!
!������#�
��!�!��&�
Bangladesh has to make Myanmar believe that our land is not used by any 
��4���
!�
�����4��� �'"�����&�
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Bilateral Challenges

Illegal Trade

����	�#��� !�� ��� �

���
!5�� 
����!
� 4�!�
� ���� �����
!��� !�� !�
����
!���	�
�����
�&�Z����
������!���	!��_����!�����!����4!����4���!#"	��4�
�#!���
��� �
��� 4�"��
��4!�� ����
������ 4����� �� ���	� ��		����� 
�� 
�� ��
!��&�
9�����
	"�FJ���@���
��������	�#�����!�	"�
�����'"�����&�

The Rohingya Issue

���������� �>�!��"���������������	�#��������������!
"�
���
��������!��	�
security, food security, health security etc.) on its national life, culture and 
!�������!	#!��&�1!##!����<�/���4!��#�
�
�%!
��
���	5!���>�!��"��!������
!
�%!		���
����4���!�	��
����
��	!����

�����	�
!���%!
�'"�����&��

Infrastructure and Energy

;��!�����
���
������
��4���#������"���44	"�����������!��'"������!��5��"�
4���&�;���������
��!�#��
�!���	!��_�������
����
��������
������
��	!��#�
�5���!�
�!��'"���������#����"��� �
����		������
�
�4	���������	�#��!�
�������
��������!�!	��	"�4	�����'"�������>�A%����<�/�&�

Cultural Barrier

Myanmar is a Buddhist majority country, hence their culture is dominated 
�"���##!����D�	�	��<�/�&����
���
�����#������	�#��� !����'��	!��
��C��!
"� ����
�"� %���� �!���!
"� 4��4	�� �� � �
��� ��	!�!��� ����?!�
�
4������		"&�;��������� 
!�� ��	
���	� ����!��� ����
!���� ��
� ��� �� ����!��� 
��
establish a better relation between the two countries.  

Language Barrier

[��������!������C�������!�������������!��
!���%!
�
��'"�������!
!A���&�
'����5���� '"�����@�� ����� 4�4�	�
!��� ���� ��
� %�		� ���5�����
� %!
�
:��	!�����%�		��'������<�/�&��������!
������
��
��
��#����#����������
in root level.
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Factors Affecting Trade 

����	�#���'"�������!�	�
���	�
��#��!��5��"�!�4��
��
�����
��!�4��5����
�
of  relations of  both the countries. The following issues are in focus in 
bilateral trade relations:

BCIM Economic Corridor

��� �9E'� ����!#��� ������
�� ����	�#���� 9!���� E�#!�� ��#� '"�������

���������9E'�����!#���%��	#�4	�"���5!
�	���	��������
�
������
�!���
��
enhance the bilateral trades in manifold.

Infrastructure Development

������ �
��!�4��
��
�#��%��������������	�#���'"������
��#����	�
!���
!��
��4����!�����
���
�����"�
����� ���
�����
�!��&�;�������������

���
���#�������
!��������'"�������!#���4�
��
�����#���%!
�����	�#��&�

Visa process for Businessmen

'"���������	#�
����!�!
!�
!5��
���!�4	!�"���#������
��5!���4������!�������
Bangladesh businessman under Border Trade Agreement. 

Connectivity 

D��#	"�
����!����"�������
!5!
"�%!
�'"�����&�H���
��#����#����������
better connectivity is a must. Air connectivity has already been established 
��
%��������	�#�����#�'"�����&�;��1
��#��#��4���
!���{����#�����
�1�{�� ��#� ��������
� ��� 9���
�	� ��#� '��!
!��� 1!44!��� �5�� �����
���	!A�#���#�%�!
!���
������!���#��'��	��YAA������<�/�&

Border Trade

��C�!�
�%���!�������4��� ����#���;��#������!�	���+�z��;���%��������#�
��#���5������
!������ �
������4�%�����	#�!�����#���
�%���!
!����>�A%���
�<�/�&����#���
��#��%��	#�!��������
��
��#����
%����
������
�!���
����
����
����?
��
��>�A%����<�/�&�
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Challenges because of  Regional and Extra Regional Countries 
Interest in Myanmar

As Myanmar is coming out from decade of  isolation, therefore many 
regional and extra regional countries are showing interest in Myanmar.
Therefore, this is also creating lot of  challenges for Bangladesh. 

India’s Interest in Myanmar

'"������!��!�4��
��
�������
�E�#!����#�9!��&�'"������!��E�#!�@��	��#�
������
!���
��
���1:�O����!��&�E�#!�@��[����:��
�{�	!�"����#�!
����������
	����	"� #�4��#�� ��� �	����� ��	�
!���� ��
%���� 
�� 
%�� ����
�!��&� ;��	��
below shows that how fast bilateral trade between India and Myanmar is 
increasing.

Table 9: Bilateral Trade between India and Myanmar

J��� �<<-��< �<�<��� �<����� �<����* �<�*���
�<����=�
�4��
Nov

India 
:?4��
�

�</&-/
��&�/K�

320.62
�=�&�/K�

=�=&*�
�/<&�K�

=��&��
��<&�*K�

/�/&�<
���&=K�

��*&��

India 
E�4��
�

���-&�<
�*�&��K�

�<�/&�/
����&�K�

�*��&�=
�*=&/�K�

����&�-
��&��K�

�*-=&�/
���&�<K�

-=�&/�

Total 
trade

��-/&//
�*<&�/K�

�**�&�-
���<&�=K�

��/<&�<
�*-&/=K�

�-=/&*=
��&�K�

����&��
���&=K�

��*=&=-

H!������!��������
��!�#!��
��5��!�
!��������4��5!����"������� 
1�����_�ZzH;��Z�4
��� �9���������E�#!����<�=

'�4�����%���%�E�#!��!��������
!���%!
�1!
%���4��
��� �'"��������#�
�����
�������#�������
!���'!A������� �E�#!�&��E�#!������#��%!		��5�����
���"��������
��!
��O��
�:��
����4��
���#��	���
��'"��������#�
!��%!		�
4���������!������		�����
������	�#��@�������
�!��O��
����4��
��� �E�#!��
and also in Myanmar.
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Map 1:� E�#!��� '"������ $�	�#��� '�	
!� ~'�#�	� ;����!
� ;����4��
�
9�����
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"
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�

��#������!
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China’s Interest in Myanmar
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Table 10:�9!��@��z��#��;��#��%!
�'"�������E��Y1���!		!���

2003 �<<� �<<= 2006 2007 2008 �<<- �<�< �<�� �<�� �<�*

:?4��
 -<� -*- -*= ��</ ��-� �-/- ��/- *��� ���= =�/= /*�-

E�4��
 �/< 207 �/� �=* */� ��= ��� -�* ��// ��-- ���<

Balance 738 732 660 -== �*�� �**= ��*� �=�� *��� �*/� �=�<
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USA’s Interest in Myanmar
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Implications for Bangladesh
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Establishment of  First Hand Information Exchange Mechanism
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Establishment of  Hot Lines and Crisis Control Mechanism
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Exchange of  Other Delegations Visits
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Exploring the Cooperation through Regional and Sub-Regional 
Forum 
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Exploring Myanmar’s Economic Interests and Potentials
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Cooperation in the Field of  Trade and Investment
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�� Bangladesh should coordinate with Myanmar authority for having 
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�� Being one of  the closest neighbours of  Myanmar, both the countries 
should maintain a friendly relation with each other. Bangladesh 
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�� Both the countries border management and coastal headquarter 
should have frequent liaison with each other and a liaison headquarter 
may be established.  
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