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REGIONAL PHYSICAL CONNECTIVITY 
IN SOUTH ASIA: IMPACTS ON NON-

TRADITIONAL SECURITY THREATS IN 
THE REGION

Lieutenant Colonel Syed Jamil Ahsan, afwc, psc, AC

Introduction

Regional cooperation and integration has vast potential for accelerating economic 
growth, reducing poverty and economic disparity within and across the countries 
involved. Physical connectivity is one of  the necessary preconditions for 
this integration. Importance of  regional physical connectivity for economic 
development cannot be over emphasized. Success of  regional connectivity 
in Europe is the best example where countries got integrated successfully for 
economic development even after the history of  hundreds of  years of  wars 
among them. South Asia is still one of  the most ill-connected regions of  the world 
despite the fact that, this region has had intensive historical, political, economic, 
social and cultural relations among the nations from ancient times. 

Among the multi-dimensional challenges, manmade non-traditional security 
threats has emerged in South Asia in such an endemic way that it requires serious 
concerns to combat the widespread crises the region facing to obtain an integrated 
South Asia [Rahman, 2014]. South Asia is presently experiencing expansion of  
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etc. which is a growing concern for member states. These threats are mostly 
trans-national which usually operate through unconventional routes in order to 
be safe from law enforcing agencies. Poverty and under development being few 
of  the root causes of  nontraditional security threats, regional connectivity might 
have positive effect being root cause of  regional economic development. It is 
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traditional threats, domestic or trans-national. 
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better border management, could be reducing the very causes of  non-traditional 
threats in South Asia. On the other hand, regional connectivity may as well open 
up routes of  expansion of  trans-national threats.
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Regional Integration Through Physical Connectivity: 
South Asia Perspective

Connectivity in South Asia: Historical Overview
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Figure 1:�����6�����������7���3

Source: Prepared by the author.
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India. It ultimately resulted in unprecedented riots and the displacement of  a huge 
population across the political divisions. The region also experiences economic 
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of  economic and social development and capitalism (Karim, 2014,P:306).

Figure 2: South Asia before 1947.
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Regional Physical Connectivity in South Asia: 
Bangladesh Perspective

Existing Road Network in Bangladesh to Facilitate Regional 
Connectivity: (���
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Table 1:�B%��
����7����7��
������(���
������������$	7������
�)�����
�#�
�3
Serial Route Description

1. Route 1 <�
����
���!������	�(�����
�	X������	Y����	
(������$����	��
��
	����$�
	Y������!�����

2. Route 1A <�
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���!������	�(�����
�	X������	Y����	
(������$����	8�������	�8���
�
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3. Route 2 Y������!�����	����$�
	��
��
	(������$����	)���

�	�
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3

4. Route 2A Y������!�����	����$�
	��
��
	(������$����	8������	
Agartala (India).
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�������
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�$������
�(���
������	(����	X������	Q��
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Table 2:�8���������������
������8�������(���
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Serial Asian Highway Description

1. 8�������������	= X����	� ���
�� Q����	� ���
�� Q����	� )�����
	� "��
���	� )��$����	� ����
���	� *������	�
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��	� !���	�
������� �(�
������ $������3� ���� ���
�� �������
(���
������ ���
�� $�� (�����
�	� X������	
(�����^� *���^� Y����^� Q�������^� ��
��
^�
����$�
��&>W����3

2. 8�������������	U Indonesia-Singapore-Malaysia-Thailand-
*������	!����� 	� (���
�����	!����	<����
��	
Iran (Tehran). 
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Existing Rail Routes in Bangladesh to Facilitate Regional 
Connectivity:� ������� ���
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facilitate regional connectivity:

Table 3:�B%��
����7��
�7��
������(���
������������$	7������
�)�����
�#�
�3
Serial Railway Routes Description

1. Railway Route-1 Mahishasan (India)-Shahbazpur-Kulaura-
)��

�����3

2. Railway Route -2 6�����!�����	Y�������	X������(�����	�����	
Kulaura-Shahbazpur-Mahishashan (India).
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following:

Table 4:��87�7��
������(���
�����3
Serial TAR Routes Description

1. TAR 

Route-1

6�����!�����	Y�������	!�������	X������(�����	
X����#���	8������	�)��

�����	Y���/���	
Gundhum (Myanmar).

2. TAR 

Route-2

�����$��� �!�����	7�������� 	� !�������	X������
(�����	� X����#���	� 8������	� )��

�����	�
Y���/���	�6��������*�������3

3. TAR 

Route-3

7���������� �!�����	� (���
� 	� !�������	� X������
(�����	� X����#���	� 8������	� )��

�����	
Y���/���	�6��������*�������3

������L�)����
���$����
���3
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Existing Marine Water Ways in Bangladesh to Facilitate Regional 
Connectivity:�(���
������������
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Presently three designated inland water routes are available with very limited use. 
These Inland Water routes are:

Table 5:�!�
����{�
���7��
������(���
�����3
Serial Inland Water 

Routes
Description

1. Inland Water 
Route -1

Q�
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�� �!�����	7�������
	*���
�	(�����
	
)�������	����+���+	(�������$��	)��
����	
Y��$����!�����3

2. Inland Water 
Route -2
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Karimganj (India)

3. Inland Water 
Route -3
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Existing Aviation Gateway in Bangladesh to Facilitate Regional 
Connectivity: At present, aviation activities are being carried out from 3 
international and 12 domestic airports, about 38 airlines are now operating in and 
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Regional Connectivity in South Asia: Current Initiatives
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Land Connectivity Agreements with Bangladesh: Major agreements 
related to land connectivity are:
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regional connectivity.

Rail Connectivity Agreements with Bangladesh: Major agreements 
related to rail connectivity are:
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Marine Water Connectivity Agreements with Bangladesh: Major 
agreements are:

�� Agreements with India  
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Transport (IWT) Protocol routes.

 � The two countries also signed a coastal shipping agreement to facilitate 
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in transportation of  sea borne cargo from the ports of  both the countries.
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South Asia has a tremendous potential for economic integration through better 
connectivity but issues on national sovereignty, national security, political tensions, 
mistrust between countries, etc. have left the region barely connected. 
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Non-Traditional Threats: South Asia Perspective

There are great differences between 20th and 21st century from international security 
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two world wars, more than 250 wars occurred in 20th century. 21st century appeared 
with different type of  security challenges-the Non-traditional Security threats. 
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(e.g. civil wars) are emerging as new-age threats to the national security of  states. 
The technological revolution in the 21st century has have aided the development 
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Table 6: Types of  Non-traditional Security: South Asia
Security Domestic/ Trans-

national
Non-traditional Threat 
Examples in South Asia

Societal Security Trans-national 8����
����������
Trans-national Y����
����������
Trans-national ������
�����������)��
������

Women)
(�
� Terrorism
Y����
�� Political violence
Y����
�� Gender violence
Y����
�� Repression by state apparatus
Y����
�� Y��
��������
���
Trans-national Illegal migration
(�
� �!"���
�3

Economic Security Y����
�� Mass poverty
Y����
�� Food security 
Trans-national Smuggling, etc.

Environmental 
Security

Trans-national )
���
���������
Trans-national Natural disasters
Trans-national Arsenic crisis
Trans-national Y������
�
������
�3

������L�)����
���������������/���$����
���3
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Manmade Threats to Societal Security: South Asia 
Perspective

Threats to societal security are generally the manmade and trans-national in 
nature. South Asia is experiencing almost all types of  societal security threats. 
This research is oriented along three important societal security concerns namely, 
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the subsequent paragraphs.
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illicit weapons for South Asian non-state actors. The widespread proliferation 
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�� Poorly trained and under-resourced personnel in the law enforcing agencies.
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�� Ready availability of  arms.

�� Administrative negligence in controls.
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�� Poverty.

�� Under development. 
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�� Unhealthy political culture. 
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considered as a potential transit route for Yaba to the other part of  the region 
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improved narcotics-detection gear and techniques, as well as surveillance 
systems and scanners.

�� Y����������� ������
�#����
�����������

��
�����������������������
�������
�����
���������3

�� Absence of  inter-departmental cooperation at the national level, 

�� Inadequate coordination at the regional and international levels with regard 
to border security, law enforcement cooperation, and intelligence sharing.
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�� Poverty.

�� Under development.

#��������
��!
��� South Asia is experiencing the increasing exploitation 
�� � ������ ���� ���
����� 
���������3� )��
�� ����������� ��� �����
��� ��� ����
�� �

�
����
�����������
��8���3�(���
�������!�������������
���#���������
��
����
���
�
��������
��������
��������������
����
��(��
�������*�
��#�����#������������
�
�������
���� ��� 
���������� ���!)B;�� U''>3� <L'`�3� *���� 
��������� ���������
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not trust (UNWOMEN, 2013). Following are the social determinants of  human 
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�� Poverty.
�� 6�������$�
����
����������
�����
��������������������#�
����$
��
��
����������3�
�� ������� ���
��������
�������������
3
�� Illiteracy and low levels of  education.
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corruption of  border patrol agents.

Effect of  Regional Physical Connectivity on Manmade 
Non-Traditional Security Threats in South Asia
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The Small Arms Survey, an independent research project based in Switzerland, 
published in its 2003 report that at least 1,134 companies in 98 countries worldwide 
are involved in some aspect of  the production of  small arms and ammunition. 
The largest exporters of  small arms by value are the European Union and the 
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The empirical data also shows that most weapons are sold to armed groups of  
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economic development may reduce such vulnerability. 
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in South Asia, 85%-95% of  the respondents opined that it would reduce 
involvement of  people in such illegal act. 

Answering to another question on what positive outcomes of  regional connectivity 
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the survey were very common and may be divided into two heads for better 
understanding as following:
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respondents opined that this reduction would be materialized through poverty 
alleviation, employment opportunity, structural development, better education, 
authorize import-export, etc.
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Figure 4:�Y����
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Source: Survey by the author.
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psychotropic drugs, the South Asian region is the principal transit route for 
psychotropic drugs (Monoharan, 2003, p:1).
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seven out of  ten has different levels of  formal education. Although most drug 
users have some form of  occupation, many have modest to poor income. Studies 
indicate that majority of  the surveyed drug users have monthly income between 
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in South Asia, 85%-90% of  the respondents opined that it would greatly or 
moderately reduce involvement of  people in such illegal act. 

Answering to another question on what positive outcome of  regional connectivity 
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of  the survey may be divided into two heads for better understanding as following:
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present effective rule of  law, better surveillance, ensured authorized entry and exit, 



216

Regional Physical Connectivity in South Asia: Impacts on Non-Traditional Security Threats in the Region

�
�3����
���$���������������������

���������
��������������� �������
����������$��
���������
������������3

%�&
�����$

�����	��"��������
��!
��� The economic growth as an outcome 
�� ��������
�������
�#�
�����
���������

���������
���������
���������3�*��
��� �
���
respondents opined that this reduction would be materialized through poverty 
alleviation, employment opportunity, structural development, better education, etc.

Figure 6:�Y����
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Source: Survey by the author.
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movement of  women and children for the purposes of  exploitation in sectors 
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On a survey on what effect better regional connectivity may have over human 
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greatly or moderately reduce involvement of  people in such illegal act. 

Answering to next question on what positive outcome of  regional connectivity 
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responses of  the survey may be divided into two heads for better understanding 
as following:
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��� Enhanced regional connectivity 
would result in effective rule of  law, better surveillance, ensured authorized entry 
and exit, etc. in the border which may directly reduce the occurrence of  human 
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the respondents opined that this reduction would be materialized through poverty 
alleviation, employment opportunity, structural development, better education, 
better business opportunity, better social life, etc.
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Source: Survey by the author.
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Recommendations

Following are recommended:
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ports, road, rail and air ways facilities in order to facilitate connectivity initiatives.
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at sub-regional or regional level to develop the underdeveloped areas in order 
to curb the generation and growth of  nontraditional security threats.
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East Asia, connectivity with Myanmar should be exploited to the best in 
order to develop the under-developed area around the border, and thereby 
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South Asia is one of  the least integrated regions of  the world despite the 
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Economic disparity exists at sub regional and domestic level in South Asia due to 
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the remote areas of  the region remained underdeveloped and gave birth to many 
illegal trades and insurgencies in South Asia.
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century being a century of  state to state clashes. While traditional security is mostly 
concerned with the states territorial integrity and sovereignty, nontraditional 
security threats are mostly related to human security. Apart from the natural 
disasters, South Asia is overwhelmed by many transnational and domestic societal 
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