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INTRODUCTION 

Population attributes are essential for national planning and development. This 
is because a nation’s economic capability and strategic purpose as well as the will 
to pursue national strategy are primarily based on the population of  the state, 
which is one fundamental element of  national power (Alli 2005). Consequently, 
the goal of  grand strategy of  a country is the wellbeing of  its people and this is 
the social dimension of  strategy as well as an aspect of  national security (NS) 
(Muniruzzaman 2014). The greatest threat to NS outside external aggression 
lies in the insecurity of  the individual, family and the community (Annan 2008). 
National Security, therefore, connotes a situation of  peace and safety.  It also 
includes freedom from non-traditional security threats such as narcotics and 
�������	�
�����������	������������������	�������������	���

Demography refers to the composition of  the population of  a place including 
its size, growth, density, distribution and statistics as it relates to birth rate, death 
	���� ���� ���� �	����� ��� ����� ��� ������� ���� 	��������� �	����� ���		���� ������	�
Dictionary)��!����	����������������	���������	����
 ����"���������������������	����
or a source of  strength and security depending on how the population is managed 
�������������������	�����#������$%%&'��*�����	�
�	�+��������������������/���������
demography constitutes a qualitative human resource base required for National 
Development (ND) and NS. Conversely, a dysfunctional demography could lead 
to population explosion and its associated problems thereby threatening NS. 
Consequently, the level of  security and development enjoyed by a country is 
�������������3���������������	���������
 ���������������	������

The world population, currently estimated at 7.1 billion people is projected to hit 
6�9������������$%$%��:����	�������	���������������������"��������	����	���	����	����
and control of  territories. This may result in forced migration, displacements 
and refugee problems which have far reaching consequences on global peace and 
����	�����#��������������
 ��������	�
����������������
 ��������������������		������
Sea and Bay of  Bengal have raised global humanitarian and security concerns. As 
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a result, many countries, including Bangladesh and Nigeria have evolved policies 
to control population growth and improve the quality of  their population. 

 Nigeria and Bangladesh with estimated populations of  172 million and 162 
�������� 	������������ 
���� ������	� ����������� �
 � ������� �� �������� �������� ��
manageable demography and NS. Although, Bangladesh is listed amongst 18 
�����	��������������
��������	��	������������������������+�����=>!?��$%&@'�
Human Development report rated Nigeria and Bangladesh low with Human 
!����������� *���E� �F!*'� 	������� �
 � &G$� ���� &@J� 	������������ ���� �
 � &K6�
countries. Additionally, the disparity between population and economic growth 
��������������3��������	����	���	�/����	�����������������������������������������
	�	��/�	�����	�
������������� ������	�������������������	���������	������"��������
which youths are used as tools to perpetrate violence. These phenomena have 
����������������������������������>L��*�����������������������	���������������
too impressive performance indicators of  population management strategies in 
both countries that informed the motivation for this research.

Relationship between Demography and National Security

!����	���������������������������������������
 ������������������������������
������ ������ ����������� �
 � ����+� ��	����	�+� 3������� ���� ����	�������� ��� 	��������
to changes resulting from birth, migration, aging, and death. It is studied in 
relation to economic, social, cultural, and political processes in a population. NS 
on the other hand, is the security of  human and material resources, economic 
resources, food and the general well-being, the preservation of  societal values 
���� ��������� �����	���� �
 � ���� ������� ��� �� ������� ����	�������� ������� ����� ��
nation’s population is adequately managed and channeled towards productive 
venture, its demography is harnessed for NS and development. Conversely, when 
��������O�������	�������������	���	�����	�������
�	�������������
 ��������+�������
	����	��������������	�����>L���	������	�����������"��������:��	�
�	�+����	�����
a direct positive relationship between demography and NS. 

DEMOGRAPHIC TRENDS IN NIGERIA AND BANGLADESH

An evaluation of  the demographic trend in both countries reveal that a burgeoning 
�	������
 ���	���/����������������������������	��������
���E�������������������
serious strains on socio-economic infrastructure in both countries. Consequently, 
������������������	������
�	����������	����������	�����	�������	�������	������	�	���
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Otherwise social and political equilibrium might be in danger. Secondly, with life 
expectancy now at 69 years in Bangladesh, coupled with declining mortality due to 
���	�������������	�+������������
 ���	
�	���������	�����������������������������
in old age. There is therefore an urgent need for a comprehensive social security 
progamme for retirees and the aged. Furthermore, climatic and other ecological 
factors are threatening food security and livelihood, particularly in the Southern 
part of  Bangladesh and Northern Nigeria hence the need to mitigate the effects 
of  climate variability. Finally, although, the National population policies in both 
countries are well articulated, the problem with most policies in Bangladesh 
and Nigeria is inconsistency and corruption in the implementation process. It 
is important to promote family planning through strong advocacy especially, in 
the rural areas. It is equally instructive, to implement realistic focused policies 
aimed at population control, human capital development, economic growth and 
����	��������������	�������������������������������������������������������	����
them cannot be over emphasized. 

EFFECTS OF DEMOGRAPHY ON NATIONAL SECURITY IN 

NIGERIA AND BANGLADESH

Increased Social Vices

Bangladesh and Nigeria have a large youth population totaling over 60%. In the 
absence of  legitimate employment, some of  these youths engage in criminal 
�������������������	����	�+��	������������������	�
������������������	���W���+�
some of  the youths get recruited by disgruntled politicians and religious extremists 
as tools for social unrest. According to the Bangladesh Police Headquarters, these 
crimes are further compounded by the grossly inadequate police to population 
	������
 �&X&%$9����Y���������+����������>���	���������&XG@%��Y�������	���
����������
���� =>� ������	��� �
 � &X� @%%�� #����	��� �������� ����� ��� ���	������� �	���� ���
criminal activities due to effect of  rising population and the inability of  the FGN 
and GoB to constructively utilize the huge populations. These vices constitute a 
threat to lives and property thereby threatening NS.

Rising Unemployment Rate

#�������������������	������������������	����	��������	���������������������������
economic growth in recent years. Nigeria became the largest economy in Africa 
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in 2014 with economic growth rate averaging about 6.9% over the last decade 
�[��������� ��������+� \��� $%&G'�� L�����	��+� Y���������� ���� ����� �����������
improvements in its economy with an average economic growth rate of  6% in 
���������9����	���������	�������������������������������������	�����]����$%&G��Y�
2015). In spite of, rapid economic growth, both countries have a corresponding 
large unemployed population. For instance, at about 2% growth rate, Nigeria 
�������������������
 ����	�E��������@�J�������������������	��+�������Y���������+�
����� �� ����������� �
 � ������ $�$� �������� ������� ���	���� :����� ���	��� �	�������
additional burden on developmental and public expenditure. It also puts pressure 
on Governments to create employments which are not readily available. Figure 1
shows unemployment rate from 2007 - 2012 across demographic distribution 
of  age grade in Nigeria. It shows that the unemployment rate in Nigeria is high 
and has been increasing since 2008.  A major recipe for national insecurity is a 
mass of  unemployed and uneducated population. It is important that Nigeria 
and Bangladesh develops the capacity of  the largely youthful population through 
3������������������������������������	�����������[

�	���������������������	�����
����	����E���	����^�������	������������������������������	��������������	���	���

Figure 1:�>���	��O��[����������#���

Source: www.tradingeconomics.com � National Bureau Of  Statistic, Nigeria

International Migration

_����
 ��������������������3��������
 ��������������������	��������������	�
the population rose to such an extent that people could no longer secure a 
����������+� ����� ���	����� �������	�� �L����3��+� $%%G'�� W���	����� ��� ���� ��	���
Y��+������������ ��������������	����+������� ��� �����	���	������
 ��������	�O��
�����������������������������������������������+�����GJ�G%����Y����������������
2012 (Figure 2). The unavailability of  gainful employment and the search for 
greener pasture for the teeming youthful population is thus the motivating factor 
for international migration in Bangladesh and Nigeria.
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Figure 2:�[�������������?����������#������
 �Y���������

Source: Trading Economics

W���	��������*���	���������_	�����������
�	����	�����+�!���+�������K���������
Bangladeshis migrated overseas for employment between 1976 and Jan 2015. 
G&�G{� �
 � ���� ���	����� �	�� ���/������+� &@�K&{� �	�� ����/������+� J&�J{� �	��
������	����� ��� ������� ���� �	�
��������� ����������� ����� $�JK{�� *�� ���� 
�	���	�
����	���������������
 �������������E���	����������������	�����	���������3�������
	�����	����������������	�����������������������[�������|��������

W���	��������������	���Y��+�����	�����������
	����������	������	�	��
	���
June 2014 – June 2015 was about 15.1 billion dollars for Bangladesh while Nigeria 
recorded about 21 billion dollars during the same period. The Nigerian advantage 
���������	�������
 �����������	��������������	����������������������		��������������
[�������|���������

!�������������������������������������������
 �����	������������	�����+������������
������
 �����	������
������������������3�����������W�����	����������������	��������
����������E����	���
 ��������	������	�	���������	�������+� ����	����������	����
and extreme cultural and religious values that may degenerate into importation of  
terrorism and other trans-national crimes thereby threatening NS. It is important 
that the respective embassies follow up on the progress and welfare of  expatriate 
��	�	��
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�������	�
������������
�����������

�:���=>F}#����������������������]��/���	�$%&G+�������$G%%%�#������������
Bangladeshi migrants were smuggled to various countries in Asia. Similarly, 
the plight of  migrants from war torn countries in Africa and Asia smuggled to 
[�	��������|�����W��	����������������	��������:���������	�������������������	����
and security concerns. There is, therefore, a need to urgently address these human 
�	�
����������	�
��������������	�����	���������������	����������	��	������������
NS in both countries, while it is imperative of  a strong navy and coastguard to 
���	�������Y����
 �Y���������������	�����	�
��������������	��	���/����������	�������
It is also important for both countries to strengthen and effectively implement 
their immigration laws to reduce cross-border crimes. 

Proliferation of  Urban Slums

:����

������
 ������������	���������������
�����������
�	���
 ��	�
�������������+�
�����+���������������
 ������+�������������������	�����	���������^�	������������
!��������|������\�	���������+�����������������
 �|������	�����
	���$K+G&K����
&K6&� ���&~�&&J��������� ���$%&@�������� �����	������
 � ��������������� ���|�����
has assumed a geometrical proportion, the provision of  urban infrastructure and 
housing to meet this demand is not at a commensurate level. 

The scenario in Bangladesh is further complicated by the acute shortage of  land 
for arable and socio-economic developments. The rural population increases by 
������&�J������������������������	�����	���
 �����������	�����	������������	����
�	����������	����
 ��	����	������	����L�	��������������	�	+�$%%K'��L������������
������ ����� ���� �	���� ����������� �������� ���	����� $J+J6K� ��	����� ��	� �3� ��
�������������	�����
	���6+&G$���	��3������Y�	�����}����}�	��	���������$~+KG6�
��	��3������!�������	����������W������������+�$%%G'��:��������+�������	+����
$%G+@&G���	�������	��3��+��	���������J%%���������	�������������������������
����	�	������	������
 �6GG���	�������	��3����\���	��J�����\���	��@� ������	�����
the point that most slum housing is single-story, not high-rise and, thus, very 
crowded. To enhance even rural-urban development, Government needs to 
develop non- agricultural activities within the rural areas through the growth of  
������������	����������	����:�����������
 ������	�	��������	������������������Y�
and the policy of  one house- one farm are steps in the right direction. 
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Figure 3:�W�	����������
 �L�������!���

L��	��X�L�	��������������	�	+�$%%K�

Figure 4:�L�������|����/�>���	��

Impact on Public Health

>���	�����������	�����	���
 ������W
	����	����������
��������������	����
 �[�����
��	����
��	��������������&&+J~~��������������������

����������������������F_+�
��	���$%&G'��#�������+�L�������	�����

�	��������������[����#����	���	����	���
��[#L'�	������������������JJ������������������������������	���������������������
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These indices are instructive to Bangladesh with its high population density and 
many people living in slums. More than half  of  the slum area is poorly drained 
�G$�6{'��W�����GG�6{��
 ����������������	�����������E���������
�	��������������
of  garbage. Similarly, 52.8% of  the population use a pit latrine for sanitation, 
and in many households, these must be shared. In one in eight slums, one latrine 
�������	��+�������	���+����&&��	���	��
���������L�	��������$%%K'��:�����������
of  sanitation and sewerage systems causes waterborne and airborne diseases to 
become prevalent. Although the GoB has made great improvements over the 
last decade in medical care, more efforts need to be put in public and preventive 
health, and environmental sanitation. 

Food and Environmental Insecurity 

|�	��� ������������ ����� �� ��	���� ��� ����	��������� ����	���� ��	����� 
�	����
degradation and destruction of  green areas for housing and other industrial 
developments. Also the issue of  depleting arable land raises concern for 
sustainable food security. Bangladesh had 9 million hectares of  farmland in 1980 
which has constantly been depleted by erosion and other non-agricultural uses 
�����	�������+�$%&J'��:���Y##*�������	�������������������������������������
�	���	�
��	������������6�K~��������������	������$%$G�������������������������	�^������
���������&K@����������W���	��������?	�
 �W����Y�	��+�������������������
�	�������
�����������E�������
�	��	�����	�����������	�����#�����!�����	���������	�����
seeds, multi-cropping and the use of  Biotech otherwise land and environmental 

����	���������������������������������	�������������	�������������	����E����������
the Professor’s assertion, the researcher however believes that there is still the 
need to strictly reduce population growth on the long run before Bangladesh’s   
natural balance reaches a saturation point.

Analysis

?����������������������>���	�������Y������������"����������	������������������+�
socio-economic infrastructure, food and water security, energy and sanitation.  
It also determines government objectives to ensure access to health, education 
and other essential services. Population, if  properly utilized and developed could 
be a great strength in the form of  human resource capital and enhance the 
development and NS of  a state. Conversely, it could be a threat to the survival 
of  the State through increased social vices and rising unemployment. However, 
there is an urgent need for Nigeria and Bangladesh to build quality human capital 



&9J

through focused education, entrepreneurial development and the growth of  
small and medium enterprises particularly in the rural areas. The need for even 
infrastructural development and equitable and proper implementation of  social 
��
���������	��	����������	�������� ���Y��������������� ������������� 	������ ����
adverse effects of  demography on NS. 

CHALLENGES OF DEMOGRAPHY FOR ENHANCED NATIONAL 

SECURITY

Political Instability 

Since independence, political instability has grossly affected the development 
of  both countries. For instance, the political crises following the 2014 general 
elections in Bangladesh and the unresolved impasse between the governing 
W�����|�������������������������Y����������>�����������?�	�������������������
�
 � �����+� �������	� ������� ���� ���� �	������ �� 	��� ��� >L�� ?�	����� ��� Y����������
���������������	�����������	�
	����
	��������������������	�����������:���#������
W�����|��������������	�������������������	���������������������������������	���
of  national reconciliation to enable participatory democracy. This will foster 
inclusive growth, security and development.

Corruption and Lack of  Transparency in the Implementation 
of  Population Programmes and Projects

}�		������� ���� ���� �
 � �	�����	����� ��� ���� ��������������� �
 � �����������
management and social safety net programmes have a severe effect on NS. The 
problem of  corruption in Nigeria and Bangladesh is pertinent and manifest in 
various dimensions ranging from poor implementation, project substitution, 
mis-application of  project funds and diversion of  resources in both countries.   
>���	��� ����Y�����������	�� 	�����&J9�������&@G��� � � 	�����������������
 �&6@�
countries in Transparency’s International 2014 Corruption Perception Index. 
\�	���	��	�+� ���	�� ���� ����� ����	��� ������ �
 � ����� 	����� ������� �
���	��
involved in monumental corruption of  public funds and huge deposits in Swiss 
Y�����:������	����������	���
 ��������������		����������������
 ��	�����	��������
the implementation of  national projects and programmes. This causes further 
marginalization and impoverishment of  the people and a threat to NS.
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Poor Implementation of  National Population Policy

 The National Population Policy in both countries was aimed at reducing 
total fertility rates and ensuring the effective delivery of  population control 
and reproductive health services. Although the programme recorded initial 
successes, the follow- up was poorly implemented due to religious and cultural 
impediments. Moreover, the Policy adopted an optional clause for voluntary 

�	�������	�����������������	�������	����>?}�Y��������#���	�'��:��	�
�	�+�	��������
enforcement agencies could not enforce the provisions of  the policy, hence its 
poor implementation. In view of  the poor implementation of  the population 
������+������������	�������������	�����	����������������������������	������	����������
remote areas.  As a result, the present population of  both countries is projected to 
increase farther than a commensurate increase in economic development thereby 
putting severe strain on resources and infrastructure. 

Low Literacy Rate and Falling Educational Standards

|��� ����	���� 	���� ��������
 � ������^�	������������ ��������	����� 
�	����������
>L��W�������� ��������� ���� �����������
 � ���� ����������� 
�	������������� ����
�	����	�����
 ���	���	
�	��������������+��	�����������	������������������������
2010). There is a low literacy rate in Nigeria’s population which negatively affects 
the quality of  the population. However, Bangladesh has made steady progress 
in increasing equitable access to education, reducing dropouts and has achieved 
gender parity in primary and secondary enrolment but, the quality of  education 
in most rural areas is questionable. Hence the need to improve on the quality of  
education is urgent. 

Inaccurate Census Data

Census is a very sensitive issue that has remained intractable, particularly in 
>���	����?����������������������
����	����"����������	�������
 ���������E�	�������
F����	���������������	���������	���������������������
�	���	��
���������������
in parliament and states by various Geo-political zones. Based on these factors, 
����������	����	����"����������������������������������*������������	�������	�����
�������������������
 ������������	�����������������	������������ �����
 ��	�������
empirical data. However, if  transparent methods of  conducting censuses are 
devised, the validity of  the results could be proved to minimize controversies 
over the results.
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Ecological Impacts and Manmade Disasters

If  global warming continues as predicted, rise in sea levels will bring further 
������	���� ��� ���� ���	�E�������� J%� �������� Y������������ ������� ��� �����	�����
coastal areas leading to food shortages and forced migration. There is also a 
need for further investments in meteorological research and equipment to give 
early warnings of  natural disasters. It is imperative to strictly upgrade the disaster 
management plan and enforce strict building and town planning regulations to 
	�����������

������
 ��������������	���:�����Y�����\�>���������������	���������
proactive steps to mitigate the effects of  climate variability. 

MEASURES TO MITIGATE IDENTIFIED CHALLENGES OF 

DEMOGRAPHY

Good Governance

Good governance entails: strategic vision, voice and accountability, rule of  law, 
political stability, equity and inclusiveness. If  government could meet basic human 
needs of  food, shelter, health and safety, it would promote NS. Furthermore 
the ability of  the FGN and GOB to curb corruption and reduce waste will 
further enhance development. According to Mr Farooq Sobhan, Bangladesh’s 
NS is contingent on the government’s implementation of  good governance in 
the public domain and the ability of  state and non state actors to effectively 
address human rights issues. He opined that good governance guarantees political 
security, which is the foundation for NS. 

Development of  Human Capital through Sustainable Youth 
Empowerment Policies and Programmes

Considering the huge populations of  both countries, enhanced human resource 
�����������������������������������������������������������������������������
���� �������� ������� ��� ���� ������������ ������� ��	���� *���������� ��� ���������
development must be substantially boosted by engaging the youths through 
3��������������������������������������
 ������� ����� ����� ���������������:����
could be achieved by expansion of  vocational training and technical education 
through increased budgetary allocation. The establishment of  more nursing, 
�����
�	�� ���� ���������� �������� ��� Y���������� ����� 
�	���	� �	������ �������
manpower for domestic and overseas employment.
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Application of  Modern Technology for Census

The use of  modern technology to conduct census could mitigate the inaccurate 
census data. The application of  optical satellite imagery for population estimation 
is a technology that is used to enhance accuracy of  census data. If  Nigeria and 
Bangladesh can adopt this technology in administering her population census, 
the credibility of  census would be enhanced thereby eliminating the disputation 
arising from the use of  the traditional and in-accurate method which is open 
to manipulation and error. Another modern means of  population census is 
�����
 �������	��������� �=��3��� ��������	�� ������������	�	����+������������	�+�
earlobe geometry, retina and iris patterns, voice waves, DNA, and signatures. 
The introduction of  this technology into the population census would preserve 
individual identities and eliminate double counting thereby improving the validity 
�
 �����������	����*�������������������
��������������������������
�	����������+�
birth registrations, migrations etc.

Food and Water Security

��������	�������������������������������	�����+������������������	�
����	�+��

�	���
��������������� ��������� ���������	��Y�������������������	��������� ��������
 �
its agricultural production. The GoB needs to actively engage the neighboring 
countries and put a sustainable sub-regional water management program in 
place. This should be vigorously pursued to ensure adequate water provision for 
the agriculture sector. In the longer-term, the shift to genetically-engineered or 
�������� �	������������� ���� ��������� 
�	� 
���� ����	���� ���Y���������+� ^���� ���
the introduction of  high-yielding rice varieties did in the 1970s and 1980s. The 
agricultural research institutes should therefore focus more on this area to improve 
on the gains made in the last 4 decade.  Finally, Bangladesh needs to explore the 
potentials of  the Blue economy inherent in the Bay of  Bengal through technical 
research and exploration to augment land resources.

Infrastructure Development

The FGN and GoB have to be committed to providing the population with 
access to social services through the development of  good infrastructure.  Safe 
water, electricity and good roads are areas of  infrastructure, which need massive 
investment particularly, in the rural areas.  For example, Nigeria and Bangladesh 
�	�� ��		������ ����	������ �� ������ ���	���� �
 � ������ @%%%��� ���� 6%%%���
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respectively, which are still far below the national power requirements of  both 
�����	�����������������������������	�����
 �������&%+%%%����������	�$%&@'��:����
is an important area where the two countries could leverage on PPP and sub-
regional collaborations (India-Bangladesh) to further generate power, which is so 
fundamental to industrialisation at micro and macro levels to provide employment 
opportunities for the people. The PPP/sub-regional collaboration arrangement 

�	� ����	� ������ ����� ��� 	���������� ��� �	�������� �
 � ����	� ��
	���	����	�� ����
	�������+����	����
��������������	���������	�������������^������
����

Strengthening Internal Security Agencies and the Promotion of  Rule of  Law

There is an urgent need to empower internal security agencies. This is to ensure 
that social vices and crimes are substantially reduced. The police to population 
ratio in both countries could also be enhanced to meet international standards. 
The Bangladesh Police, Coast Guard and the Border Guard Bangladesh needs to 
�����	���	�������������������������������	��������	�
��������������	��	���/�
border crimes while a regional diplomatic initiative is pursued towards resolving 
the migrant crises. Finally, anti-corruption agencies could be strengthened in 
����������	���������	������������	����+���	����	�������		����������������	����
prudence in project implementation. 

WAY FORWARD

*������������
����������	�������������������
�	��	������������������������������
 �
���������������	�����
�	�>L��������������>���	�������Y���������������������	�
cultural, political and socio-economic diversity. The research however proposes a 
comprehensive plan using Bangladesh has a focal point. Some highlights of  the 
plan are discussed subsequently:

Developing a National Security Strategy.� *�� $%&J+� ���� ��Y� ���������� ��
National Social Protection Strategy based on a vision of  inclusive social protection 
���������������	������	���������3������+�����	��������������������������������������
This research posits that in furtherance of  this strategy, the GoB should set up a 
committee of  technocrats involving politicians, military, academia, private sector and 
����	�	�����������������	������	���������������������	����������������������	������
for Bangladesh. This strategy will harmonize military and developmental elements 
of  National Power as well as incorporate the National Disaster Management 
Strategy and the National Social Protection Strategy in line with the 7th Five Year 
Plan (2016-20) and the vision 2021. This strategy will drive the foreign and domestic 
policies towards achieving Bangladesh’s wider National Interest. 
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Building Political Harmony. The GoB should encourage political harmony 
�������� ���� 	������ W����� |������ ���� ���� ����������� ��	����� ��	������	��+� ����
Y>?�� :���� ������ �	������ ���������� ���������+� �������	� ���������� ���� ��������
participatory democracy. It would also discourage insecurity and the rise of  
�E�	������ ���� �	������� �����	�� ���������� 
	��� ���������� ������� !����	�����
institutions should be furthered strengthened through professionalism and 
internal party democracy with a view to ensuring peaceful continuity or 
harmonious transition of  power.

Improving Meteorological Research.�:�����	���#���#���	��$%&$��������	���
that Bangladesh’s combination of  extreme exposure and high vulnerability to the 
��������
 �����������������������������
������������	����������	��	���������	��
in the world. Also the Bangladesh Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan 
��������������������J%����������������
����������	�����
 ���������������������������
rises. In view of  this, although Bangladesh has a well articulated disaster response 
��������	�����������������������	��������	���������	����	�����������	���������
conservation.

����������������	�������

�	������������	�
�������The failure of  the system 
to provide a minimum standard of  decent livelihood to a large majority of  its 
��������	���������������
 ������������	�����+��������	�
��������������	��	���/
border crimes. These issues need to be addressed by both countries through sub-
	���������	� 	�������� �������	������ �

�	��� ���� ��	����������� ������	� �	�
������
initiatives. 

�
����������������
�	����������!�������� The use of  biometric technology 
for census will ensure that every Bangladeshi or Nigerian is counted and given 
a unique identity number. It will also serve as a basis for government planning, 
infrastructural spread and resource distribution.

Vibrant Economic Policies. There is the need to evolve vibrant economic 
policies that would encourage active involvement of  the private sector to foster 
development of  infrastructure which would help to reduce poverty and enhance 
>L��:�����Y�����������������	��
���������������������	��	��������������	������
the tourism and ship building industry. This would generate wealth and create 
������������ *�������������	���������������������������������� ��� ����#���
�����	��
��	���������������
 �����#�����������

Implementing the National Population Policy. For sustainable prosperity 
and development of  Bangladesh and Nigeria, it is pertinent to reduce population 
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growth rate to below 1% in both countries. The recent trend in climate change and 
����	������������
����	�������������������������	�������:����	����	������������
��������	������������������/�����������������������	+������	���������	���������
give incentives to families that have maximum of  two children. Simultaneously, 
�

�	����������������������������	��������
������������������������������
 �����
girl child, through strong advocacy progammes, particularly in the remote areas.

RECOMMENDATIONS

It is recommended that:

��� �:���\�>�������Y������������������>��������L���	����L�	������\	�����	��
:����
	�����	�����������������������$%&6�

b.  The FGN and GoB should gradually increase its education and social welfare 
budget to at least 40 percent of  the total annual budget in the next 10 years 
starting from 2016

c. The GoB and FGN should employ satellite imagery technology and biometric 
data for subsequent population census.

d. The FGN and GoB should intensify war against corruption by strengthening 
various anti-graft agencies with the objective of  granting the agencies 
autonomy to be free from political manipulations and interference.

e. The GoB should plan a phased decentralization and relocation of  vital 
government agencies and departments to other divisions in other to stimulate 
growth.


�� :��� \�>� ������� �	��	������ ��
������� ���� Y��� F�	��� ����	������ ����
integrating all ethnic nationalities towards national development.

CONCLUSION

The paper discussed the relationship between demography and NS in Nigeria 
and Bangladesh. It reviewed demographic trends in both countries evaluating 
����	� ����������>L��:��� 	����	��� ���������� ������� �����+� 	�������������������
rate and proliferation of  urban slums as some of  the effects of  demography on 
NS in both countries.  The study noted some key challenges militating against 
demography for enhanced NS.  The key challenges for both countries include 
���������	 �
���������	 ������	 ����
	 �������	 ���������
��	 ��		������� ���� ����



170

Correlation Between Demography and National Security: A Bangladesh-Nigeria Perspective

�
 ��	�����	�����������3������������	��������
 ���
	���	����	���
������������������
several others. 

Some strategies were proffered for the effective management of  population 
growth in Bangladesh and Nigeria. These were good governance with political 
will to effectively execute all outlined policies and effective implementation of  
the NPP. For the improvement of  human capital, it was opined that there could 
be a gradual increment in education and social development funding over the 
��E��&%����	���|�����+�������Y������^���������������������������	���������	����
for effective water management arrangements and encourage research into 
�����������/�������	����	����������	�����������	��
��������	�����
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