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INTRODUCTION
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in the world... [and] is the chief  among the merely material elements in the power and 

prosperity of  nations.” 

Alfred Thayer Mahan

Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA) is a very broad concept and it is not 
always clear exactly what does it mean for many people. To a general reader 
the meaning of  maritime domain awareness may be quite confusing at times.1 
Because, ‘maritime domain’ and ‘awareness’ separately gives a general impression 
about making someone aware about the potential of  a particular maritime area. 
Whereas ‘Maritime Domain Awareness’ means to have the total picture of  a 
maritime area so that various stakeholders can effectively use this information to 
�����������	
���������	������������ �	����������		��	��������������������
operational picture of  activities at sea through an institutionalized mechanism 
for collecting, fusing, analyzing and disseminating the same to all users. No one 
country, department, or agency holds all of  the authorities and capabilities to 
achieve effective MDA. It is only through unity of  effort that the security, safety, 
economic and environmental objectives associated with MDA can be achieved.2

In the recent years, Bangladesh government has put enormous importance on 
the maritime sector, recognizing the fact that the maritime resources, trade and 
activities have a profound impact on the economic growth. The importance of  
sea has been revitalized with an increasing potential of  hydrocarbon deposit and 
other living and non-living resources in the ocean areas and the sea bed. It is 
evident that the maritime activities will further increase in the coming days with 
adoption of  ‘Blue Economy Policy’ by the government. 

��� ������ ����� ��������� �� � ������� ������	� ��� �������� ���������� ��� ���� ������ ���� �!	���	� "������
(NAVAIR) 
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Besides, achieving MDA has become more important in today’s geopolitical 
context to promote commerce, safety and response to national disasters, piracy, 
illegal migration, smuggling and other economic activities in the maritime 
domain.6 This is because; the effect of  a national security breach in one country 
could impact negatively on others. Therefore, trans-border crimes in the MD 
need to be addressed collectively. 

The effective utilization of  the Bay of  Bengal (BoB) resources and safety of  
sea born trade are vital for economic development of  Bangladesh. Security of  
the sea area, safety of  seaborne trade and protection of  environment demands 
constant monitoring, surveillance and law enforcement in the MD. Due to limited 
resources and infrastructure the level of  such awareness is meager in Bangladesh. 
Besides, the absence of  a comprehensive maritime policy, lack of  interagency 
cooperation and political commitment has made the situation more complicated. 
Therefore, the awareness has to be developed at all level for collective effort to 
achieve required level of  MDA for the economic wellbeing of  Bangladesh. 

CONCEPTUALIZING MDA

“All of  us have in our veins the exact same percentage of  salt in our blood that exists in the 
ocean, and, therefore, we have salt in our blood, in our sweat, in our tears. We are tied to the 

ocean. And when we go back to the sea… we are going back from whence we came.”

John F. Kennedy, September 1962

���������	�
������

9�������� ���� 	���� �� � ���� 
�
����� �������	� ������ ����� �� ���	��*���
understanding about the MD and it’s extend. 

:� <�=���
���������&'��	��������	���������	��������	����������������������
to, adjacent to, or boardering on a sea, ocean, or other navigable waterway, 
including all maritime-related activities, infrastructure, people, cargo, and 
vessels and other conveyances.4 
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understanding of  anything associated with the maritime domain that could 
��
��������	������!��	����!�������!�������������C�7 

:� MDA deals with the situational understanding of  maritime activities that 
could impact the security, safety, economy or environment. It enables quick 
������� ������������� �������� ����	��� ������� ���������� ������ 	�

�����
knowledge sharing and more accurate situational awareness.6 

MDA Concept

“The heart of  the Maritime Domain Awareness program is accurate information, intelligence, 
surveillance, and reconnaissance of  all vessels, cargo, and people extending well beyond our 

traditional maritime boundaries.” 

George W Bush, January 2002

X�����L�L����� ��� � Y����X�����	�Z�?���&������������	���������@%�����		��	�
affect billions of  people, in ways that bring together business, politics, academia 
���	������C�����&'�����	���������!�����	�����������	��	��� ���		��	����
boats at sea, but the cargos and crews, as well. Most importantly, MDA must tell 
us what doesn’t belong on those ships, so that appropriate action can be taken./ 
The nucleus of  MDA is a shared common operational picture for decision 
makers, operators and responders. The ultimate goal is to provide this awareness 
as thoroughly and rapidly as needed to allow effective decision making. 

In simple term MDA demand an intergovernmental, interagency, military and 
civilian effort dedicated to achieving the maritime safety and security that is the 
foundation for economic growth and development. 

Most of  the technologies required to achieve MDA has been commercially available 
for several years. A standard MDA system includes four basic components which 
������	���������0�
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:� '���������&�����������"����������� �<��������

:� ���������9�	������<����������

:� Data Fusion and Analysis

:� Sharing 

MARITIME DOMAIN OF BANGLADESH

“Whoever controls the Indian Ocean, dominates Asia. This Ocean is the key to the seven 
Seas. In the 21st century, the destiny of  the world will be decided on its waters.”  

Alfred Thayer Mahan

Sea Area

Bangladesh is a littoral state of  the Bay of  Bengal where sea is the only life line 
and it’s gateway to the rest of  the world. Bangladesh has respectable size of  sea 
area which can play an important role in the national economy as well as wellbeing 
of  the future generation. As the land resources are depleting very rapidly it is 
*�����������������	�����	�����	���������������	���������������������������� �����
future generation. 

���	�� ���� ����		��� ���	�� ��	�����	� �� �� �������� ������ ��� ���� ���
����� ������� ���������� �� � ���� 	��� ^����� 	�*� 	���� ��� ��������� ������ �� ���
above.8� _������	�� ��	� ��� ����� ���� ��88�6� 	`����� ��� �� � 	��� ����� ������
has given Bangladesh the right on the mineral resources including wildlife and 
transformation of  the same in a way to its advantage.

Now Bangladesh can explore and exploit living and non-living resources of  
�������	��*������	�*	������ �#++�����������	�	���������������������	�67+���
"���������������<�������*����������������_������	�����
����������	������	���
area in one side and on the other to explore and exploit the natural and mineral 
��	�����	������	���������� �_������	���	�	��������������

8�� "�
����&���X�������{�`�����'��������{!������
�!��_������	�����!
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Figure 1: Sea Area of  Bangladesh

������0�'������������� �{!������
�!��_������	�����!

Geostrategic and Geo-economic Importance 

In the present day geo-strategic consideration, the importance of  the BoB as part 
�� �����<����%�����	���������	��������|������������
����	�����	����������
interests in the BoB and their presences are also frequent. There is a popular 
	�!��������������
������������������������	������������	���������	0�@��������
%�����	�����%������ �����
�	���5������ �	�����%������ �����!}�*�������<����
%���������*������%������ ������������C����	�	������������	������� �	�	����� ����
��	�����������	����������������	��� ����������������<�������"����

���������_�_�����	��������&���������������������
�	��
��������������"��������
O�"�Q�� ���	�� �����	� ���� �������� ��� �������	� �� ���� �"�� L� ������ �|
���	� ����
growing interest and involvement of  extra-littoral players in the Bay. Protection 
�� ��~%"	���	����������������
��������� ������	������������
�����
���������
capabilities in the BoB. 

���� ������ �� � ����������� ������ ����� ���	��	� <���� %���� \����� O<%\Q� 	���
lanes is almost one trillion US Dollars.G���������	
���������	��������!����	����

G� H������������&�������������������"��������5���	���9�����O"%&5��Q��� �5���	������!����|���� �
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the Bay’s importance is the growing demand of  landlocked areas for access to 
���������	�	�����	���
�������_������{���������		��������_�!��������������
enormous impact on their development and economic growth. 

�����
������� ���������������������������

9�	������ ��������� ���
������� �� <%\� �	� �������� ��� ���� 	����L�������� ���
strategic wellbeing of  the rim nations and to global interests.�+ There are many 
opportunities for economic cooperation that can be explored to optimize the 
��	�����	����	������������������� �<%\���������*������� �������������	����
international community. Economic cooperation can help reduce tension arising 
�����	�����������������	�3����
���������<%\�*����	���+�����7�!���	���������
���	������������<%\��������	������*�������������� �������!��� ������������!�

����<����%����\����		��������O<%\�Q����������	������������	�����	������!�
and economic perspective of  the region. Trade and investment is an area which 
directly impacts on job creation, poverty alleviation and economic development 
�������	������������*���������� �����<%\���������	����
�������	�	����*������
balanced economic growth of  the region.11 It has adopted the Blue Economy as 
the top priority for generating employment and ensuring sustainability in the region. 

MARITIME SECURITY OF BANGLADESH - THREATS AND 
CHALLENGES

@�������!����	�������
������������!��	�����������!��������������������!��������
it, security is not traditional military activity, though it may encompass it. Security 
�	�������
���������������������
�������������*����	������!C

Robert Mc Namara

Threats

The high seas form part of  the global commons and provide us the opportunities to 
harness their resources. They are also the best medium to carry out trade with other 
nations and enhance economic wellbeing. The very same waters present challenges that 
are related to safety and security of  the seafarers. 

�+�� <����������"����������@<�����������<����%����\����������&�����������������"�����F�����
~�����C� �����!� �����F��� *!� \�	������ ��� <��������� �!	���� ���� '�����
��� "������	O\<�Q� ���
<	���������� �	���������"��������������	O<�"�Q�_��*��	�����%��	����<�����#+L##�&�����#+�7�

11. Retrieved from ���
033�����������3�*���L�	3
������!L����	3�����L���	����L�������������	
| accessed 
���#�?��!�#+�7�
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MD of  Bangladesh is a vast area which was less focused for a long time due to 
sea blindness. Seas being an enormous wide open area, these threats are now 
crossing the boundaries of  nations. All the maritime nations are currently more 
or less subjected to these unconventional threats to varied degrees which includes 
��������0�

:� Piracy and Armed Robbery

:� Maritime Terrorism 

:� <�����������������������O'��������	���{���Q

:� Poaching

:� Marine Pollution.

:� Maritime Accidents 

:� ��������"��������	

Challenges 

The security of  the MD is always presented with distinct challenges which are 
�����������������������9��	��!�����	�����������������������	���*�����!�*!��|���
installations which can easily be done on the land. Secondly the sea environment 
�	��
�������*���������������	���������������������������
��
������������	�����
particular maritime area. 

The challenges to ensure maritime security of  Bangladesh are numerous. Firstly 
the vast ocean area is surrounded by socially and economically backward coastal 

�
������� ���� ��� *�� ��L���������3��������� �!� ����� ����� ���!� ������*���
������������*��������	��	���	����
������*!�������� �����������������
������
and skilled manpower, lack of  general awareness and proper governance. We still 
do not know what all our resources and in what quantities and how much we can 
utilize for our consumption. 

Though all maritime security forces are responsible for the security of  the MD 
but at the moment Bangladesh Navy is only designed and capable security force 
to operate beyond the horizon. BN is also trained to operate in offshore activities 
and dealing with unconventional sea threats. 

Many of  the problems in the maritime domain of  Bangladesh like piracy, illegal 
�	����� ���������� ���	�� ����	�� ����� ����� ����� �������� ���	�� �	� �� ��	�����
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regional cooperation is an essential component of  the maritime security. Many 
�	
���	��� �
����������	�����	�����������
������������
��	���������� �����
������ ���������� ������ 	�������� ��	������� ������ 	����!�� ����������
responsibilities, disaster management etc. can be solved through cooperation 
between and among the littoral states. 

ECONOMIC IMPERATIVES OF BANGLADESH MD

@����<����%��������������*������������|�	��� �������
����	������^������
����������!���	��<�� �	��������������������������������!������!����
������
�����������	��������������*����	��������C

Robert D. Kapla

Maritime Economy 

Since the inception of  mankind, sea has always been found as a hub of  economic 
activities. As most of  the earth is covered by water, and the global economy is 
connected by the oceans, not separated by them.12 Due to huge population growth, 
the depletion of  the land resources, ever-increasing world-wide competition of  
acquiring raw material of  various kind and nature have compelled to look much 
more than before towards the sea.�6

The sea is regarded as the last major frontier on earth for the exploration, 
exploitation and development of  marine resources to sustain prosperity. The sea 
�	���	��������	�����������	�������� �������������	��������!��%�����������
�������������~��	��� �"�����������O�~%"Q����
��	��������*�������������� �
a country’s economy. 

Maritime Resources 

Since the land-resources are being exhausted gradually, it will be necessary for 
Bangladesh to depend increasingly on sea resources. The economic potentials that 
lie at sea are directly linked with economic wellbeing of  the country. Bangladesh 
XX���|���	����#++���������������	�����
������	��	������������������	�����	��
There is a need to optimally exploit these resources and at the same time safeguard 
������&����������	�����	��� �_������	��������	���������0
12. Edward Lundquist, senior science advisor with Alion Science and Technology where he supports the US 

Navy’s Surface Warfare Directorate in the Pentagon.
�6�� "�
����&�����{�		���O�'Q��
	���_������	�����!�
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Energy.  Eexploration area of  natural gas has expanded from shallow waters to 
deep waters after the delineation of  maritime boundary. Bangladesh offshore is 
������
�	����� ����	�����������7����
�������*����	��

Fishery���_������	����	��*�����/7��!
�	��� ��	��������	�������	�������	������
�� �_������	������	����!�������[+����/+�����	���� ��������	��*���������	�������
������������������<� �����_������	����	�������������`��
�����	����	������
�������	���� ���������	�� ���� �������	���|
��������������� ��	�� ����!� ����	��
5��L<��	����� �����!� 5������� �� � _9'"� ��� 9�%3$�'5� O$��9L5��L##Q�
������������G[8L�G/����
���	����	����F��	�������_�_��	�	������������/��

Figure 2: 9�	�������	���_�!��� �_����

������0� �*���� �	���� �����	� ����� ��������� �������� 	����!� �� � ������
����������&����������O�G[8L/�Q��9�%35���	��

Medicine��X|���������� �����	3�������������������	��������!�����*�	��		�����

��	����*����#+++������	�	�������������������������������*��
��	���	�
or venomous. Many varieties of  algae and seaweed are used in food, cosmetics 
and drug industries. 

Other Natural Resources. Bangladesh can explore and exploit the natural 
resources (mineral and other non-living resources of  the seabed and subsoil) 
������67+��������������	�����
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���������������� ����������������������"��������	���� ���	�����	������
enormous potential for many types of  commercial applications which includes 
���������	�� {���!� &�����	� O5�����	Q�� ���� =����� \�	�����	�� '��
� ���� &����
(contains large deposits of  nodules of  poly-manganese, nickel, cobalt, copper, etc.)

��������������!����"� Like other coastal states particularly in the EU, the 
highest potential for electricity generation can be in the offshore wind turbines 
sector. 

����� Industrial salt production using advanced technologies are available now. 
This would open an added opportunity of  exporting salt from Bangladesh.

���#�����������_������	���	������ �����
����	����������	�������������� �	��
�
*��������<�"��������������!������������������������	������	�����	���������	�
�*������

������!����^����	�����	����	��!�

���#�����$�����_������	�����	�6rd in ship breaking industry having an annual 
�������� ����� ���� ��7� *������ $�'�� ������ ���� �		��	� �������� ��� ���������
pollution and labour safety which need to be looked into. Moreover, majority of  
the country’s steel re-rolling industries run on this sector.

%�����&�� '����#��� ���� �&&���������� �*���� #[++� ����������� 	��
	�
*������� �������� "��������� ��� &����� 
���� ����!� !����� ��� 
��	��� �� �����
��*��	��� �_������	���	��
	�����������	������	
����*�	��		���+4��� ������
������	��� �_������	���������������	����������������������	����"���������

��������������*���	�/#4��� ����	���������

Maritime Employment. Maritime domain of  Bangladesh offers huge employment 
�

������!��������	�������!���	�*	���������*���������������������!������	��#+�
million people live on sea-based activities. 

%������'����&�  Bangladesh has huge prospect of  tourism and eco-tourism in 
��������������������"�|Z	�_�F���	���*����������&����	��������	�����*����!��� �
Kuakata attracts huge number of  domestic and foreign tourists. The mangrove 
forest Sundarbans and the low lying islands in the coastal zone offers a great 
opportunity of  eco-tourism. 

��������'�������*����G74��� �_������	���|
���������
�����	�������������
"������������&�����	���
�����_�	���	��_������	����
��	�������	��������
import of  fuel, industrial raw material, spares and military hardware, as well as the 
�|
������ ���	����
������	���������������	
������������������	����
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Blue Economy

@_���� X����!C� �	� ����� ������ ���	� *��������� ������� X����� ���	�� 	�!� ���
oceans are blue, as long as there is no pollution.14 Blue Economy addresses the 
economic prospect of  ocean resources. The developing countries have remained 
at the forefront of  this blue economy advocacy, recognizing that the oceans have 
a major role to play in humanity’s future. Blue Economy thus offers an approach 
to sustainable development better suited to their circumstances, constraints and 
challenges.�7 

After settlement of  maritime boundary with India and Myanmar, a new Bangladesh 
��	���������������_�!��� �_��������
��	���������

��|������!���88�6�++�	`��
km maritime zones.16 This has created an unencumbered environment for oil and 
gas exploration. The primary assessment indicates few trillions gas in few zones 
are available within our maritime domain. In future ‘Blue Economy’ will become 
���� �������� ����_������	�� �	� 6�������� � �/��!������*��*����	� ���� �������� ���
���	���������	��9������6�	������������������ �����_����	������������&'��� �
Bangladesh.

9������60������_����	������������&'��� �_������	�

������0�_������	�����!�{!������
����'�
������

14. Nicholas Kathijotes, Keynote Paper on Blue economy - environmental and behavioural aspects towards 
	�	����*������	����������
�������&X\�<����������"����������������!��� �~����[L8��
����#+�6��
Langkawi, Malaysia.

�7� '������������������_����X����!��%

������!��� �X��������� ��	���!�����+6���
���*���#+����
������*��� ��0� ���
	033�!�����*���������
��		����3#+��3+G3+63*���L�����!L�

������!L��L
��������3�����		����6�&�!�#+�7��

16. Maritime Boundary Dispute between Bangladesh & India 
������*��� ��� ���
033*������	�L����������!�*���	
������3#+��3+/3��������L*�����!L��	
���L
*����������������		�����+��&�����#+�7�
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PROTECTION OF MARINE ENVIRONMENT

The protection of  marine environment and the sustainable use of  natural 
resources are crucial to the success and to the sustainability of  our economies, 
`�����!��� � ����� ���������� ���� ������� ��� ������� ��������	��%� ���� ������!�
pollution causes instability, disorder, harm or discomfort to the physical systems 
��� ������ �����	�	� ���!� ���� ��� ���������� �������� 	�������� ��������� ���
constant surveillance of  the MD it is not possible to keep the ocean free from 
pollution and identify the offenders. 

Marine Pollution

In Bangladesh the marine pollution has reached to a level that could create an 
unmanageable situation in the near future.�/�9��������������	���	�����
��������
sources in aquaculture raising environments.

Figure 4: Pollution sources in aquaculture raising environments
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������0��������	����������	3�5��������L�����������_������������������+�O#+�6Q/L�6

The sea water of  Bangladesh gets polluted as the pollutants are carried through 
different rivers and canals to the sea. Water channels are used for dumping industrial 
wastes that ultimately end up in the sea. About three thousand ships including 
oil tankers come to Bangladesh ports every year. There are several thousand 
mechanized trawlers and boats that spill oil. Sea is also polluted by oil spill because 
of  accidents in ships. Even our Port Authority has no laboratory to measure the 
extent of  the pollution.�8�_�	���	��	��
*����������	��!��	�����������"����������
Incidents like dumping of  wastes into the sea by foreign vessels are also happening. 

�/�� &������������<	�����5��	
������	��� ��������	��������������	�����	��� �����_�!��� �_������_������	���
~�*������!��� �&�����������X��������_�����!��'���	����� ��

�����_��	�����	�������������������� �
��������������!����$����	��!���!�����?�
�

�8�� \�����&�&����	���!������	����������
���������� �_������	��������_�!��� �_������_\�"�$����	��!��
��
���*���#++[��'��������	������������
033�	
����*��������*�3�����3�+6[�3#�7 
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Dumping

������
�����������������		�������������������F�����	���	���������	����
be illegally exported to Bangladesh as a result of  the export of  end-of  life ships 
containing toxic substances and that Bangladesh is paying a high price to be the 
dumping ground for hazardous waste.�G Sometimes it is not possible to take 
����������	������	��
	��	����!�^������!�`�����!����������
�����	���������	���
area and early detection is not possible due to lack of  MDA and surveillance 
capability. 

Plastics Pollution

Plastic pollution is also common in Bangladesh which is mainly generated from 
the coastal areas and sea beaches. Plastics pollution has a direct and deadly 
effect on wildlife. Thousands of  seabirds and sea turtles, seals and other marine 
mammals are killed each year after eating plastic or getting entangled in it. 

�����*#��������� �+��������

���������������	��� �_������	��������������#�	
����	��� ��	��6[�	
����	��� �
������	����
	��_�����	���� ����������������!���
�������	��	����	������������
�����|
�����������������������"���������
�������� �	����	����������
����	��
regional and global food security as well. 

	����������� ����������.�/�����

The Bay of  Bengal is an area of  high biodiversity, with a large number of  
������������������*���	
����	�������������		��	��������������*����	����0�����
loss and degradation of  mangrove habitats in Sundarbans; degradation of  coral 
reefs in St Martins Island; and the loss of  and damage to, sea grasses. 

�G� Retrieved from ���
033����	�	L��	������3����	�3��������3��|����	��������� ����		��� �7� ?��!�
#+�7�
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PRESENT STATUS AND DYNAMICS OF MDA IN BANGLADESH

“Mastery of  the sea has always been a dynamic power factor and nations neglect their Navies, 
do so at the peril of  their present and future wellbeing” 

 Professor Ian Matthew Morris

0����������%	�����������

Although MDA is a relatively new but the fundamental concept is not new. 
Bangladesh Navy and few maritime agencies like port authorities have been 
practicing some form of  ship tracking as part of  their operations for years. 
{����������	��������	����������!�	
������������������	�����|
����	��������
���
were not merged to achieve a common picture for all. It is true that these agencies 
can potentially support MDA but the existing infrastructure is not enough. For 
effective MDA all the agencies need to be linked in to a common protocol so 
that the information can be exchanged rapidly not only between the agencies but 
various levels within the agencies. 

MDA Challenges 

����������������	���������	� �^���������&'���� �_������	�������������
��������	�������	���������0

:� Sea Blindness

:� Absence of  National Maritime Policy

:� Lack of  Effective Intelligence Network

:� ~�������<��������������\���������"�
�*����!

:� Rough Sea and Adverse Weather 

:� Inadequate Infrastructure

:� Lack of  Maritime Education and Training

:� Scanty R & D 

:� Inadequate Entrepreneurship

:� ~����������������������\�	
�	��"�
�*����!

:� Inadequate Funding 



G�

SUMMERY OF THE CASE STUDY - MDA OF VARIOUS MARITIME 

STATES

����&'��������	��� �����$����"�����5����

��	�������������������<������	�
analyzed in order to draw lessons for the Bangladesh. The analysis revealed that 
the countries MDA efforts were driven by geographic location, national security 
��
�������	���������*����!����������*�����������!������$�����	��^������*!�
the need to have a global picture to monitor worldwide shipping to support the 
global war on terrorism. The SAN’s efforts in collaboration with the SAMSA was 
dictated by the need to monitor the ships transiting her very long coastline, thus, 
the desire to incorporate satellite to achieve a wider coverage. 

Most of  the cases MDA responsibility lies with the navy except Philippines. The 
BN could draw lessons from USN where MDA efforts are coordinated by a 
&��������{���`������	� O&{�Q��~���� ������������������|
��������_��������
collaborate with National Space Research Development Agency (NSDRA) to 
provide satellite imagery of  the MD. Furthermore, Bangladesh like the India and 
Philippine could try to focus mostly on regional and International cooperation 
to achieve MDA. 

Bangladesh needs to develop the capability to monitor the activities up to the 
end of  its maritime boundary. This will require static coastal radar chain, a 
comprehensive network chain of  AIS Stations along the entire coast in addition 
to the ship and airborne sensors. The need to protect the resources in the MD 
through total surveillance and presence could be the guiding principle of  the 
Bangladesh MDA effort.

SUGGESTED MDA STRATEGY FOR BANGLADESH

“Maritime Domain Awareness is where it all begins. We cannot conduct the operations that 
we must if  we don’t have a good sense of  what’s out there, moving on, above or under the sea”.

Admiral Gary Roughead, US Navy

Maritime Security Strategy

This maritime security underwent through paradigm shift as globalization, 
information and communication technologies obliterated geo-political boundaries 
�� ����������	������$���������!������	
������� ��	!����������^�����������������
�	�����������
������������������������������ �
������	���������	���������!�
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strategy and technology.#+ This has shifted focus from force on force maritime 
security strategy to deal with the non-traditional maritime security challenges 
emanating from the littoral to the sea. Therefore, the maritime security strategy 
of  Bangladesh should cover all unconventional maritime threats. Establishing 
joint maritime-security forces or maritime interagency task forces may go a long 
way toward that goal. 

National Response Strategy

:� &�������� "�	����	�		0� _������	�� ��� ��!� �|
����� ���� �

��������	�
offered by the sea if  there is maritime awareness among the decision-maker, 
think-tanks and as a whole the general mass. 

:� <��������� &�������� 5����!0� ��� ����� ���
��|� ��������� 	��������� �� �������
mechanism for coordination among the multiple users of  the sea is urgently 
required.21 Bangladesh National Maritime Policy would be the most 
appropriate mechanism to deal with these issues. 

:� "�
����!�X�������0�������
����!��� �����������	������������	�������
overhaul and enhancement to deal with increased economic activities. 

:� &��������"��
������0������������&'����`����	����������<�������������
multi-agency coordination as well as the sharing of  information, intelligence 
and data collected during surveillance and reconnaissance. 

Regional Response Strategy

:� \������� "��
������0� ����� �������!� ����
��*��� ���������� �� � ��������
maritime cooperation would greatly facilitate the attainment of  that maritime 
objective.22 Therefore, international cooperation must be established and 
maintained through formal teaming agreements. 

:� <���������&����������������0�%�!�	����������������&��������5����!�
may fall short of  achieving the MDA challenges due to international nature 
of  the maritime threat. An internationally integrated maritime governance 
approach may be required to meet the challenges in future. 

#+�� =�~������������5��*���������������<���Z	�~�������Z	�����������!L��	�������!0�<		������"�������	��
5�
���
��	��������������!�������������!��� �5��������"�^������+������#++[��
���

21.� ����	���� ������ \���� �������� O\���Q�� "�������	� ��� _������	�Z	� &�������� �������!�� ���������� <		��	�

�*��	����������'���!���������+�&�����#++/��

22.� 5�������\��������?�$��\�������"��
�������������_�!��� �_����0���L"���������������	L&��������
'���	����������*�����0����
033������	�L��������3�L���L7�+�����������		������&�!�#+�7��
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MDA Enhancement Strategy 

In the recent time the marine environment has evolved in dramatic ways. To 
����������&'����_������	������������������

������	���!�*����������0�

Short Term (1 to 2 years)

:� X	��*��	������� ���������&��������"����		�������������_������	��
Navy as lead agency to coordinate national maritime activities.

:� Approval of  draft National Maritime Policy (submitted by BN) as soon as 
possible after necessary vetting by an appropriate committee. 

:� "���!�������	�����������������������

��
������&'������������_������	��

:� "��������������������������	����������	����*������������������������

:� "������	�����������
��������������	�	�	��*����&'���

:� Integrate existing facilities and infrastructures of  various agencies.

:� Rely on manual system of  information sharing till automated system is 
available.

:� %
�����������������
�������������
����������������*������������	���
maritime issues 

:� {������	������������
���������������	������

Medium Term (2 to 5 years)

:� Implementation of  National Maritime Policy.

:� X	��*��	������� �&��������'�����������		�"�����

:� Infrastructure development for surveillance and Response (Installation of  
"��	����\�������<����������������Q

:� Setting up automated networking system for information sharing.

:� Strengthening maritime security forces (ship, MPA, helicopter, etc.).

:� Expand and include additional partners to build regional MDA 

:� Updates national MDA plan.
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Long Term (5 to 10 years)

:� ����L	�������!���	��������������������������	
�	����
�*����!�
:� 5�		�		����� ��������*������������	������!������	�O_����_"�Q�
:� Participates in regional MDA networks.
:� "����*���������*������������������������		�
:� "������	���
���������������������
�*������	�

RECOMMENDATIONS 

"�	������� ���� �*���� ��	��		��� ��������� ������������	� ���� ����� ���
��
�����
��	���	����	��� �����&'����_������	�0

:� Steps should be taken to increase awareness among the common people, 
stakeholders and decision makers through education and training. 

:� National Maritime Policy needs to be formulated and implemented as 
soon as possible to address the policy issues as well as the legislative and 
administrative framework.

:� &�������� �������!� 9����	� O_��� _"�Q� ���� ��� *�� �

��
������!� �`��

����
modernized and strengthened to counter the unconventional threats. 

:� <�������!��\�������������*���"��
����������	����*����������

:� A coordinated and holistic approach needs to be taken for infrastructure and 
human resource development as well as for resource and budget allocation.

:� Bangladesh Navy may be selected as lead agency to bring all stakeholders 
under one umbrella to coordinate maritime activities. 

:� At tactical level Land, Sea and Air Surveillance capability needs to be 
������� O"��	���� \����� ������	�� ������ 5�������� ��� ������� ������������
platforms, AIS) for better picture compilation. 

:� A central network has to be established to facilitate data sharing amongst the 
stakeholders. In this regard a comprehensive policy needs to be brought out 
for information sharing.

:� ��� ��
����� ������������ ��� ���������� ��
�*����!� ��		��� ����	��������
monitoring and marshaling has to be ensured. 
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:� ��������� *������ 	������ *�� ���������� ���� ����	��������� ������
���� ���
capacity building which should be separate from the yearly budget of  the 
��	
������������F����3����!�

:� Suggested Short, Medium and Long term MDA enhancement strategy may 
be implemented.

CONCLUSION

���L	�����������!� ��� ���L����������!� ���� 	��� �	� 	��������!� ��
������ ����
_������	���%������������������� �����	�	� ������� ������ ������������ �������!��
law enforcement, trade security, resource protection, economic well-being etc. 
&'���	� ��
������������������	���������������������
������� �����������
trade and environment and to employ forces economically and effectively. 

Present MDA status of  Bangladesh is not up to satisfactory level. The 
professionals, think-tanks and decision makers are well aware about the urgency 
and importance of  MDA but mare awareness is not enough. MDA should not 
be left aside as a futuristic project any longer. Therefore, immediate attention 
should be given to formulate National Maritime Policy and nominate a lead 
agency to coordinate all maritime activities. Special focus should be given to 
improve maritime surveillance and response capability as well as foster regional 
co-operation for effective MDA. 
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